
 

 

 
 

3rd Annual Design Competition 2021 

 
S O U T H   S H O R E    P A V I L I O N   &   G A R D E N S 

COMPETITION BRIEF 
 
 

 
 

Introduction 
 
The Chicago-Midwest Chapter of the Institute of Classical Architecture & Art is pleased to 
announce the 3rd annual Chicago-Midwest ICAA Design Competition which is open to all ICAA 
members and member firms.  Competition judgment will be “blind” and entries may be submitted 
by individuals or teams of any number.  Participants will have 3 months to conceive and illustrate 
designs for a new pavilion and gardens surrounding the existing South Shore Cultural Center in 
Chicago. 
 
Disclaimer: This competition is completely hypothetical and is neither solicited nor endorsed by the South Shore 
Cultural Center, the Chicago Park District, or the City of Chicago or any parties involved in any redevelopment 
efforts for this neighborhood.  
 

 
 
 



 

 

Site 
 

 
 

 

Rationale 
 

The South Shore Cultural Center, originally the South Shore Country Club, listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, was designed by the firm of Marshall & Fox in the Mediterranean style.  
The entry is at the intersection of E. 71st Street and S. South Shore Drive.   
 
It sits surrounded by a 9-hole public golf course under the jurisdiction of the Chicago Park District. 
This golf course is set to be added to the existing Jackson Park golf course to the north to make an 
18-hole championship golf course by Tiger Woods, its opening planned to be concurrent with the 
opening of the Obama Presidential Center. Both are eagerly anticipated assets to the community. 
 
This competition imagines a hypothetical situation in which the residual space between the new 
championship course and the South Shore Cultural Center is reimagined as formal and informal 
gardens anchored by open air pavilion(s) to serve both as shelter for spectators in inclement 
weather, and outdoor scenic photographic backdrops for weddings and other social group 
occasions. 

 

 



 

 

Program Description 
 

The threefold challenge is to design a solution sympathetic to the current culture of the existing 
neighborhood, the architectural context of the existing buildings, and the new lake front golf course.  
 
The Pavilion(s) & Gardens should be located within the boundary on the overall site plan which also 
includes existing parking. Existing parking within the boundary can be redistributed within the 
boundary.  The Pavilion(s) is limited to one story in functional height (no stairs). The Formal 
Gardens at a minimum should cover an aggregate of 150’ x 300’ of all the available garden area 
(approximately a football field).   It will be assumed that functions such as restrooms and food will 
be housed within the existing buildings and are not required.  Richness in detail, both in building and 
planting, is strongly suggested. 
 
It is highly encouraged of the competitors to consider developing their own original ornament in 
their design solutions with basis in the Classical tradition, but applicable to this particular situation. 

 
Schedule 

 
15 June 2021  Registration opens 
   Mail a completed “Intent to Enter” form and check for $25 as directed. 
15 July 2021  Jury members announced 
15 Aug 2021  Registration closes-submissions received, and numbers emailed. 
15 Sept 2021   Submissions due timestamped by 11:59 pm CDT 
16 Sept-15 Oct 2021 Jury deliberation 
16 Oct 2021  Winner is announced at the Acanthus Awards  
 
 

Submission Requirements 

The drawing requirements as listed below are kept at a minimum to encourage maximum creativity 
in overall composition. Using the “analytique” approach, with its artful arrangement of individual 
drawings, is strongly encouraged as a presentation strategy. Any explanatory text should be at a 
minimum. Any production method may be used from digital to hand drawing in any medium. 
 
Required Drawings: 
 1.  (1) Overall Site plan with pavilion(s) and gardens 
 2.  (1) Pavilion and/or garden detail plan(s) or elevation(s) 
 3.  (1) Site section through Pavilion and/or gardens 
 4.  (1) Perspective 
  
All drawings are to include titles, graphic scales, and figures and vegetation for visual scale. 
All plans are to include a compass and are encouraged to have the same orientation. 
All text on the drawings is to be a minimum of 20 point for titles, 12 point for other. 
 
Other optional drawings that further describe the unique character of the Pavilion & Gardens such 
as concept diagrams, ornamental details, materials and finishes, garden hardscape and softscape, 
architectural elements of the gardens, water features, and seasonal garden transitions. 
The required and optional drawings should be formatted for submission as listed below. 



 

 

 
Formatting and submission 
 1. (2) sheets size Arch D (North American) 24’ x 36” in vertical format side by side 
  -Indicate “L” on left sheet, “R” on right sheet for proper sequence as necessary. 
  -Submission must be anonymous with no indication of authorship on the drawings. 
 2. Submit the (2) sheets as a single PDF file, with a maximum file size of 12 MB  
 3. The single PDF file should be formatted as follows: southshorexxxx.pdf where the xxxx 
represents the unique submission number that will be emailed after the end of registration. 
 

Jury Process and Awards 
The sponsor of this competition is the Institute of Classical Architecture & Art. The submissions 
should incorporate both the methodology of Classical design and the tectonics of Classical building, 
as interpreted originally and appropriately for this particular challenge and location.  
 
A diverse jury will be selected from qualified professional architects and landscape architects. The 
impartial jury, using a defined rubric, will review the projects with no knowledge of authorship and 
select the following winners: First Place $3000, Second Place $1500, Third Place $500. Winners will 
be announced at the Acanthus Awards. Winning entries will be physically displayed full size at future 
in-person Chicago ICAA events. All entries will be displayed virtually on the website of the Chicago 
ICAA under the 2021 competition. 
 

Chicago ICAA 
900 N. Franklin, Suite 612 

Chicago, IL  60610 
design@classicistchicago.org 

Resources 
https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/parks-facilities/south-shore-cultural-center-park#History 

 
https://tgrdesign.tigerwoods.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2018/01/TGR-Design-
Conceptual-Routing-South-Shore-and-Jackson.pdf 
 
https://news.wttw.com/2019/08/22/tiger-woods-jackson-park-project-where-proposed-merger-
stands 
 
https://chicago.cbslocal.com/2019/08/14/tiger-woods-public-golf-course-in-jackson-park/ 
  
https://www.obama.org/the-center/ 
 
https://www.instagram.com/p/CNplZFkjNwf/ 
 
https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/parks-facilities/South-Shore-Cultural-Center/#Map 
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