
 
 

 
 
Intro  
 
The Chicago-Midwest Chapter of the Institute of Classical Architecture & Art is pleased to announce the second 
annual Chicago-Midwest ICAA Design Competition, which is open to all ICAA members and member firms. 
Competition judgment will be “blind,” and entries may be submitted by individuals or teams of any number. 
Participants will have 2 months to conceive and illustrate designs for the commercial frontage along Chicago 
Avenue in the Austin neighborhood of Chicago. The site is adjacent to, and includes, the old Laramie State Bank of 
Chicago. Please note: This competition is for an entirely fictive design and although the site for this competition is currently up for 
redevelopment with the City of Chicago, this competition is neither solicited nor endorsed by the City of Chicago or any parties involved in 
the redevelopment efforts for this neighborhood. Entrants should exercise their discretion regarding submitting their competition entry to 
the City of Chicago for consideration in the future development efforts of this city block. The ICAA Chicago-Midwest Chapter will not 
be endorsing any individual(s) beyond the scope of this competition time period. Being a winner of this competition does NOT, in any 
way, guarantee consideration by the City of Chicago.  
 
 



Program 
 
The commercial frontage of Chicago Avenue that intersect with Laramie Avenue and Latrobe Avenue is this year’s 
design competition site.  
 

 
Location of the Design Competition Site 

 
 
The main focus for this competition is to provide a design for a new urban development for this neighborhood. 
While there are no specific building types that are required, competitors should strive to include a variety of 
buildings that promote a variety of uses within each of the urban scales (neighborhood, block, street, and building). 
This can include, but is certainly not limited to, offices, housing, retail, and public buildings of civic importance. 
Furthermore, the Laramie State Bank is an historic landmark in the City of Chicago and should remain. Entrants 
should consider designs that incorporate the adaptive reuse or restoration of this historic landmark. Entrants should 
seek to include, and not displace, existing retailers when providing design solutions for this street. Entrants are 
encouraged to expand beyond the specified competition site as they see fit but should remember that they will 
primarily be judged on their proposals for the specified competition site. Please note: The ICAA Design Competition 
site is slightly larger than the Chicago RFP site.    
 
  



Presentation Requirements 
 
The minimum presentation requirements are purposefully limited so as to foster composition creativity. At the same 
time, the presentation format is specific (see below). “Analytique” arrangements are strongly encouraged, as the 
arrangement and artistry of the overall presentation will be taken into consideration by the jury. Graphics may be 
rendered in any medium. 
 
At a minimum, drawings must include: 

● 1 site plan (with scale & compass) 
● 1 perspective 
● 1 block elevation 
● Any further drawings you deem most appropriate to relay the character, detail, and/or context of your 

design solution 
● Labels, as necessary 
● Any and all narrative included in the submittal must appear on the drawings: fonts should be no smaller 

than 12 point, and it is strongly recommended that any narrative be concise. The drawings should speak for 
themselves.   

 
Project submissions should follow the following guidelines: 

● Final presentations are to be submitted as a single PDF file, with a maximum file size of 12MB 
● They must be formatted for 24” x 36” display on two (2) boards 
● Both boards must have vertical page orientation 
● Boards should include an unobtrusive indication of the page ordering on the sheet (e.g. “1 of 2” or “left”/ 

“right”) 
● No indication of submitting firm or individual(s) shall appear on the drawings. 

 
Participation fee is $25, due along with completion of the Intent to Enter registration form. Deadline for 
registration is September 25, 2020. The Deadline for Submissions is November 25, 2020. Instructions for digital 
submissions will be emailed after the registration period has ended.  This will include a submission number which 
must be included on each board.   
 
 
Judging 
 
The competition’s procuring body is the Institute of Classical Architecture & Art, and as such, judging should be 
expected to reflect an understanding of the Classical idiom – and its dialects – as most-appropriate for each building 
type presented in the final design. 
 
A jury of local businesses, educators and design leaders will select a winner from the submitted entries. The 
winning entry will receive a cash prize of $5000 and will be printed as 24x36 posters for display at future 
Chicago ICAA sponsored events. All entries will be displayed electronically on the Chicago ICAA’s website. 
 
 

Chicago ICAA 
900 N. Franklin, Suite 612 

Chicago, IL  60610 
design@classicistchicago.org  


